
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Lutheran Church 
2808 South Avenue West 

 
17th Sunday in Pentecost 

September 20, 2026 LCMS 



First Lutheran Church 

Missoula, MT 

17th Sunday in Pentecost September 20, 2026 
 
Prelude 
Welcome 
 
 

Hymn of Invocation LSB 916  Only-Begotten, Word of God Eternal 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 9th cent.; tr. Maxwell J. Blacker, 1822–88, alt. 
Tune: Antiphoner, 1746, Poitiers 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Confession and Absolution 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 



P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 
death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 
to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Introit 
P I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 

C and call on the name of the LORD. 

 

P What shall I render to the LORD 

C for all his benefits to me? 

 

P I will lift up the cup of salvation 

C and call on the name of the LORD. 

 

P Precious in the sight of the LORD 

C is the death of his saints. 

 

P O LORD, I am your servant; 

C I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have loosed my 
bonds. 

 
Gloria Patri 

 

 
 

  



Kyrie 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
P Glory be to God on high:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Collect 
P Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on 

anything we have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live 
according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 55:6–9 
“Seek the LORD while he may be found; 
 call upon him while he is near; 
let the wicked forsake his way, 
 and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, 
 and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
 neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
 so are my ways higher than your ways 
 and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle  Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 
 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really 
served to advance the gospel, so that it has become known throughout the 
whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. And 
most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, 
are much more bold to speak the word without fear. . . . 
 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ 
this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager expectation and hope that 
I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will 
be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet 
which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two.  



My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in 
the flesh is more necessary on your account. Convinced of this, I know that I 
will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so 
that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my 
coming to you again. 
 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether 
I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm 
in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, and 
not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of 
their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. For it has been 
granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but 
also suffer for his sake, engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and 
now hear that I still have. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 20:1–16 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 [Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went 
out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the 
laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And going out 
about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and to 
them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give 
you.’ So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he 
did the same. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others 
standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said 
to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the 
vineyard too.’ And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 
foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, 
up to the first.’ And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of 
them received a denarius. Now when those hired first came, they thought they 
would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. And on 
receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne 
the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, 
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 
Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give 
to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do 
you begrudge my generosity?’ So the last will be first, and the first last.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 
 



Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

  



Sermon Hymn LSB 932  Jesus Sat with His Disciples 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Marty Haugen, 1950 
Text: © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110003610 
Tune: © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003610 

 

Sermon 
 

Offertory 

 

 



 

 

 
 

T  T  T  Our offerings are received at the Altar  T  T  T 
 

Prayer of the Church 
       (following each petition) 
  

P Lord, in Your mercy. 

C Hear our prayer. 
 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 



P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and saying: 

 

Sanctus 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is 

the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 



Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Distribution 
 

Hymn LSB 633  At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

 

 

 
 
  



Mighty Victim from the sky, 
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 
 
Now no more can death appall, 
Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 
 
Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 
 
       (D - Please Stand) 

Father, who the crown shall give, 
Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 
Tune: Kirchengeseng, 1566, Ivancice 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Hymn LSB 702  My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

 

 

 
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808–87 
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Hymn LSB 804  O Worship the King 

 

 

 

 
 
Frail children of dust 
    and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, 
    nor find Thee to fail. 
Thy mercies, how tender, 
    how firm to the end, 
Our maker, defender, 
    redeemer, and friend! 
 
O measureless Might, 
    ineffable Love, 
While angels delight 
    to hymn Thee above, 
Thy humbler creation, 
    though feeble their lays, 
With true adoration 
    shall sing to Thy praise. 

Text: Robert Grant, 1779–1838, alt. 
Tune: William Croft, 1678–1727 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Hymn LSB 692  Praise to You and Adoration 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; (st. 1): tr. Kristen Kvamme, 1866–1938, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Christian Worship, 1993 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  
 

Thanksgiving 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus 
P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



Closing Hymn LSB 854  Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Barry L. Bobb, 1951 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1981, 1982 Barry L. Bobb. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003610 

 
 
 

Announcements 
  
Please complete the "Friendship Pads" found at the inside aisle holder in each 
pew and pass it to the others in your row.  We especially ask our visitors and 
guests to share their information with us, so we can stay in touch!  
  

Dismissal 
P Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God. 
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+++ HOLY COMMUNION +++ 

 

     The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and 
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread 
and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 
sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one another. Our Lord 
invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any 
refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show 
forth his death until he comes. 
     Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood unworthily do 
so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the 
faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or 
who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked 
first to meet with the pastor. 
"Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of 
the Lord.  A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread 
and drinks of the cup."  (1 Cor.  11:27-28)  For further study, see Matthew 
5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; 1 Cor. 11:17–34    
 
 


